
 Library Board Meeting 

Minutes: June 24, 2016 
1. Welcome at approximately 10:03 a.m. Friday, June 24, 2016 Judy Huber called the meeting to order.   

Board Members in attendance: 

 Judy Huber, Chair 

 Andrea Smith 

 Rachelle Palmer 

 Connie Johnson 

 Susan Horrocks 

 Bill Stringer, Commissioner 

Others in Attendance: 

 Sam Passey, Library Director 

 Christopher Davis 

 Julie Hamaker 

 Dr. James Taylor, Executive Director 

USU-Uintah Basin 

Excused: 

 Sondra Sanders 

2. Approval of the Minutes from the April 22, 2016 meeting. Susan Horrocks made a motion to approve 

the minutes with the correction of Andrea Smith’s last name. Connie Johnson seconded the motion. The 

motion passed unanimously.  

3. Welcome of Dr. James Taylor Connie Johnson introduced Dr. Taylor the new Executive Director of 

Utah State University-Uintah Basin. He expressed his appreciation for the Library’s Summer Reading 

program and many children’s and youth literacy services. The Library Board welcomed him to the 

community. Director Passey expressed his hope for furthered coordination and cooperation with USU-

Uintah Basin and hopes that interns from USU-Uintah Basin may help serve their community and learn 

in the laboratory of the library, especially those who are studying to work with children. 

4. Action Items 

4a. Purchase Order Review and Ratification: After reviewing the year-to-date General Ledger for Uintah 

County Library, Andrea Smith noted two transactions on 9 June 2016 check number 33990 in the 

amounts of $110.99 and $8.64 which were listed as inmate supplies. Director Passey agreed to refer the 

transactions to the Clerk-Auditor so they can be charged against the jail’s budget if they are indeed for 

inmate supplies. Susan Horrocks asked about the possibility of reducing or eliminating overdue fees and 

fines for children’s materials. Director Passey mentioned that the library in Glenwood Springs, Colorado 

does not charge late fees on children’s picture books. He agreed to add the proposed fee change to the 

list of potential changes for the October 2016 meeting where the Library Board will review its portion of 

the fee schedule. Rachelle Palmer moved to ratify the purchase orders as noted. Connie Johnson 



seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. [Note shortly after the meeting on 6/24/16: 

Michelle Zilles from the Clerk-Auditor’s Office reported that the expenses were mislabeled. The correct 

labels are: $110.99 for Teen Lock-in Activity, and $8.64 for cookies at book club.] 

4b. Consideration of adoption of the proposed Study Room Policy: Director Passey reviewed the intent 

of the proposed policy, and showed how the Library Board’s suggestions made in the April 22, 2016 

meeting were incorporated into the current draft policy. He expressed that the Uintah County 

Attorney’s Office did review the policy and asked that only one change be made to delete the last 

sentence of the Hours of Use section of the policy. Connie Johnson moved that the Library Board adopt 

the policy with and amend its language to remove the sentence “Exceptions may be made at the 

discretion of the Library Director or designee.” Andrea Smith seconded the motion. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

4c. Consideration of adoption of the proposed Laptop and Tablet Computer Checkout Policy: The 

Library Board discussed the language of the draft and found it to be lacking. The Board asked Andrea 

Smith and Sam Passey to work with the Uintah County Attorney’s Office to revise the proposed policy 

and bring it back at a future meeting. Director Passey noted that current Library Policies do not address 

the Loaning out of electronic equipment and hopes that a policy can be adopted to allow for these in-

library only loans.  Christopher Davis conveyed concerns about a section of the draft about deleting 

patron files off of tablets and expressed potential pitfalls if a technological solution cannot be found as 

extensive staff time will be required to “re-image” the tablets between use. Director Passey asked the 

board if “tablets” should be stricken from the policy and limit it to Laptops. With changes in technology 

the differences between laptops and tablets are shrinking. Christopher Davis agreed to look for a 

software tool that will work similar to the Deep Freeze product used on the Library’s fixed computers. 

This item was tabled. 

4d. Authorization of sign letter regarding CIPA compliance. The Library Board reviewed the Internet 

and Computer Access policy and amended the policy to update the website address to 

www.uintahlibrary.org and change the reference to the Utah State Administrative Rule to from 223.2 to 

458.2. Rachelle Palmer made a motion to amend the policy and authorize signature of the letter to 

Donna Jones Morris, State Librarian. Bill Stringer seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

5. Reports 

5a. Symposium of the Old West report: Ellen Kiever reported a successful Symposium took place last 

week with a Thursday evening reception, speakers on Friday at the Library, and a tour of Diamond 

Mountain and Jones Hole on Saturday. There were approximately sixty attendees. This culminated two 

years of planning. Ellen told the board that a future event would be likely limited to a tour and 

suggested a historic tour feature a trip to Dragon, Watson, and Rainbow town sites in Uintah County. 

Director Passey asked Ellen to consider partnering with a national Outlaw history group to see if we can 

host a larger conference in the new Uintah Conference Center with our Regional History Center staff 

running the day trip components.  

http://www.uintahlibrary.org/


5b. Library Events and Activities Report: In Melinda Barlow’s absence, Director Passey presented year-

to-date statistics showing that as of the end of May 2016 there were 332 Library sponsored programs 

with a total of 10,616 attendees. While outside groups used the Library’s meeting rooms 379 times with 

a total attendance of 13,539. The Library’s staff proctored fifty-seven tests. There are also 586 children 

between the age of 0-6 and 569 children between the age of 7-11 who registered for the annual 

Summer Reading Program, making for a total of 1155 children. This sets a new record for the Library. 

There are weekly activities on Thursdays between 10 a.m. and Noon. The first four weekly activities 

averaged an attendance of 370 children each.  

5c. Year to Date Budget Balance Report: The Board reviewed the year budget summaries for the 

Library, Regional History Center, and Rural Internet Centers (Avalon Community Center). Director Passey 

informed the Board that the budget re-opener will occur in a County Commission meeting sometime in 

July 2016 and that the items discussed at the previous meeting along with funding for the Rural Internet 

Center (Avalon Community Center) will likely be drawn from the Library Fund balance into the 2016 

budget, awaiting action from the Commission. 

5d. Circulation Report: The Board examined the year-to-date circulation reports. DVD checkouts 

increased by nearly 30% or a total of 65,628 on the year. Total circulation of Library materials was 

145,117 from January 1, 2016 to June 15, 2016. Circulation for the same period of time in 2015 was 

129,872. The Board noted a small decrease in the circulation of audiobooks and young adult books. 

Susan Horrocks asked Director Passey to return to the next meeting with a report showing the total 

annual circulation from the earlies records to the present. Judy Huber asked for a detailed circulation 

report showing trends from the opening of the new Library to the present. 

5e. Board Member Reports: The board discussed the new 3d printer purchased with funding from the 

Community Library Enhancement Fund a grant from the State Library Division. Director Passey and Mr. 

Davis informed the board that they will work with the staff to develop best practices and that through 

the end of the year the 3d printer will primarily be used within the Library’s youth programs. Susan 

Horrocks asked about costs for printing. Mr. Davis agreed to bring back to the board some options in a 

future meeting.  

Andrea Smith asked if the Library was still considering asking Simplot and others to sponsor a book van 

to facilitate delivery of materials throughout the county. Director Passey explained that at present all 

non-grant funded equipment expenditures were frozen and he agreed to continue to look for support. 

The Library would likely be open to the donation of a vehicle for such a purpose. 

Judy Huber brought up some positive  feedback from patrons regarding the new internet use policy and 

no longer having guest passes for youth using the computers upstairs, and how much quieter the library 

is as a result. She also expressed concern about developing policies for the 3d printer and wants to 

ensure that users agree to terms of use including that they will not print gun parts.  Director Passey 

conveyed his hope that the machine will primarily be used by those engaged in the Library’s programs 

and be a way to motivate youth to explore engineering.  

 



Susan Horrocks expressed her appreciation for the Summer Reading Program conveyed positive 

feedback she’d received from community members about it.  

6. Public Comments: None 

7. The Next Library Board meeting is scheduled for July 15, 2016. Please note that this is a week earlier 

than the board normally meets. 

8. Adjourn: Judy Huber adjourned the meeting at 11:37 p.m. 

Note: Connie Johnson asked to be excused from the meeting at 10:50 a.m. and Bill Stringer asked to be 

excused at approximately 11:15 a.m. 

 


